REGIONAL SPONSORSHIP & ADVERTISING 2019/20

WHAT ARE THE RURAL BUSINESS AWARDS?
The Rural Business Awards were established in late 2014 by Jemma Clifford and Anna Price – two
business owners who work in rural Leicestershire. The first Awards were presented in October
2015 and the RBAs are now entering their 5th year.
The Rural Business Awards (RBAs) works
with partner organisations large and
small, the CLA having been involved since
year one and this support was bolstered
by Amazon during 2017. Amongst other
organisations to lend their support to the
RBAs are Openreach, Prysm Group via
Farm Business Innovation, HSBC, DEFRA
as well as many niche rural organisations
and charities.
The aim of the awards has not changed
over the years and we aim to give
recognition to businesses operating right
across the Rural sector, to acknowledge
the breadth and depth of opportunity
presented by the Great British countryside,
as well as to celebrate the achievements
of our rural businesses, from engineering
through to artisan food producers and
professional services organisations.
The eleven award categories are decided
by an independent panel of judges
drawn from the rural business
sector,
official
agencies
and
rural
charitable
organisations.
The aim is to grow The
Rural Business Awards
to become the UK’s
most prestigious and
respected awards for
rural businesses and to
develop a strong network
and community of rural
business owners.

THE RISE & IMPACT OF
THE RURAL SECTOR
There are 600,000 rural businesses in the UK.This
involves an audience of 3.4m people contributing
19% of GVA to the English economy*.
*Sourced from the DEFRA Statistical Digest of Rural England January
2016 and in some cases doesn’t include city-based rural themed
businesses that qualify for entry to the RBAs.

RBA REGIONS
2019/20 sees the RBAs continue with a regional approach.
We’re welcoming regional and national sponsors, partners and brand ambassadors.

NORTH
Cheshire
Cumbria
Durham
East Riding of
Yorkshire
Greater
Manchester
Isle of Man

Lancashire
Merseyside
Northumberland
North Yorkshire
Tyne & Wear
West Yorkshire
Scotland & Islands
South Yorkshire

MIDLANDS
Derbyshire
Herefordshire
Leicestershire
Lincolnshire
Northamptonshire
Nottinghamshire

Rutland
Shropshire
Staffordshire
Warwickshire
West Midlands
Worcestershire

EAST
Bedfordshire
Cambridgeshire
Essex

Hertfordshire
Norfolk
Suffolk

WALES & NI
Wales
Northern Ireland

SOUTH WEST
Cornwall
Devon
Dorset
Gloucestershire

Somerset
The Channel Islands
Wiltshire

SOUTH EAST
Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
East Sussex
Greater London
Hampshire

Isle of Wight
Kent
Oxfordshire
Surrey
West Sussex

The Rural Business Awards are the most prestigious and respected awards for rural business in
the UK. The rural sector makes a huge contribution to the UK’s economy and the Rural Business
awards aim to champion the businesses that make it successful, on both regional and national
platforms.
The highlight of the rural business calendar are our awards ceremonies. In 2019 we will continue
with six regional events in October/November, and a national grand final to follow in February
2020. Across all these events we will have over 1600 attendees, who will be a mixture of our
finalist businesses, influential rural business leaders, charities, government representatives and
other rural organisations.
The nature of the awards means that there are high levels of media interest throughout the
awards process: during shortlisting, around the events themselves and after the winners have
been announced. Sponsoring or advertising at a Rural Business Awards ceremony gives you the
opportunity to be affiliated with one of the fastest growing and well-known awards programmes
within the rural sector.

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE RBAS?
• To become the UK’s premier awards • To raise awareness nationally of the impact
that rural businesses have on the UK
programme for rural businesses
economy, communities and people.
• To acknowledge and celebrate the vital
• To contribute to the debate around
the need to ensure rural locations are
adequately ‘connected’ so that they are
not disadvantaged by location – be that by
• To encourage entrepreneurial spirit in the
broadband, transport, support services etc.
Rural sector, and to give recognition to
which ensure rural communities can not only
excellence in business set-up, operation and
survive but can thrive.
management
contributions made by companies to the
development and success of the Rural sector
and rural way of life

• To reward businesses who value their • To bring rural businesses together to share
their challenges, triumphs, best practices,
rural roots – who contribute to increased
innovations and ideas, to peer mentor each
employment, better infrastructure and the
other and grow a rural business community
training of young people to address the drain
of people migrating from rural regions to
cities.

WHY ARE THE RBAS IMPORTANT FOR OUR STAKEHOLDERS?
The Rural Business Awards are an opportunity for our Sponsors, Partners and Entrants to engage
with their own clients to champion their businesses as well as to meet new rural businesses and
fellow stakeholders involved with the RBAs. This also demonstrates a commitment to supporting
the rural business sector.
The Rural Business Awards prides itself on being very ethical and transparent in it’s judging process.
It is not a cynical money making programme for its owners. Jemma and Anna hold dear their
rural roots and genuinely want to help other rural businesses to succeed, whilst nurturing our
community of supporters - including our partners, past entrants and winners.

WHO ARE THE RBAs FOR?
The RBA categories broadly fit into three categories:
• Land Based Businesses
• Land Related Businesses
• Other Businesses located in rural areas.
The RBAs are not limited to land owners or those working on the land. Broadly the RBAs will
accept entries from businesses who clearly demonstrate that they are either;
a) Rurally based (using the government classification that defines areas as rural if they are
outside settlements with more than 10,000 resident population)
b) Businesses that serve mainly a rural population
This is somewhat open to interpretation; however we base our acceptance on where the majority
of customers reside and which sectors businesses sell into. An example of such businesses might
be gun makers, accountants who serve mainly rural land owners/farmers, agri chemicals, seed
merchants, animal food producers etc. This will encompass many land related businesses.
Through our sponsorship and partner programmes we also encourage non-rural businesses to
get involved and support the sector. As the rural sector increases the visibility of its contribution
to the UK economy and way of life so the opportunities for bigger businesses to support and
champion the sector also grow. We offer access to a wonderful breadth of modern and traditional
rural businesses.

WHAT ARE THE CATEGORIES FOR 2019/20?
Best Rural Start Up Business
Best Rural Diversification Project
Best Rural Retail Business
Best Rural Professional Services Business
Best Rural Creative, Artisan or Crafts Business
Best Rural Digital, Communications or Media Business
Best Rural Social Enterprise, Charity or Community Project
Best Rural Tourism Business
Best Rural Recreational or Outdoor Pursuits Business
Best Rural Food or Drink Business
Rural Young Person of the Year

ATTEND AN EVENT
Join us to celebrate all that is good about Rural
Business in the UK.
With six regional events across the UK, as well as
the National final, there’s plenty of opportunity
to celebrate with our finalists whilst having the
opportunity to network too.
See the website for all the information and to buy
tickets: www.ruralbusinessawards.co.uk

£100 + VAT per ticket
Full tables available:

NOW ON SALE

Discounts on attending multiple venues, ask us for
details.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are two levels of sponsorship available for the 2019/20 awards year - Regional and National.
The co-founders, Anna Price and Jemma Clifford, personally manage relationships with sponsors at
both levels and ensure that the ethos and aims of the Rural Business Awards align with the desired
outputs for a potential sponsor. To this end, they are able as the principal decision makers, to ensure
that a sponsorship agreement suits us and you.

BENEFITS OF BEING A REGIONAL SPONSOR OF THE RURAL
BUSINESS AWARDS
• The opportunity to promote your brand
to a potential audience of over 10,000+
individuals and organisations.

• The association and opportunities to
network with the other partners, winners
and entrants.

• Access to PR to enable you to access
publicity and promotion around the Rural
Business Awards.

• Demonstrate your corporate commitment
to the rural sector.

• The potential to generate media interest
& awareness of your business - to date
600+ articles delivering an EVA in excess
of £150,000.
• Piggybacking on social media (over
8000 users across channels).
• Access to any additional events with
partners, entrants, winners and guests.

• Providing the opportunity to build brand
preference and loyalty with new and
existing customers.
• An opportunity to host (if appropriate)
the judging for a region in accordance
with the timeline. Judging at any number of
regional or national finals is welcomed but
not compulsory. Another great networking
opportunity!

• Personal introductions where appropriate.
• Access to high quality corporate hospitality
with an influential, relevant rural business
audience offering network and commercial
revenue potential.
• Branding at the relevant awards venue
including branding on media boards, screen
in venue and verbal mentions.
• Opportunity to present an award at the
relevant event

“ Being involved with the RBAs from

the start has been really positive for
Fisher German. Numerous clients and
contacts acknowledge its growing
status as the industry’s premier
awards event and we have gained
from this valuable association”

• Branding on RBA website - 50,000 active
web visits since the start of the Awards
in 2015. Of the 50,000 there have been
20,000 new visitors since January 2018
-42% of which return regularly to the site.
• Editorial and branding inclusion in event
programme.
• Use of RBA logo for the agreed term.

David Merton
HEAD OF RURAL CONSULTANCY
FISHER GERMAN

REGIONAL EVENT SPONSORSHIP
Choose from one of six regions across the UK in 2019.
You may choose more than one by negotiation.
• 2 x tickets to attend your chosen Regional event.

YOUR INVESTMENT:

• Full page advert in the Regional event programme.

£3,000 + VAT
Includes two tickets to attend the
event

• ¼ page advert in national event programme.
• Opportunity to present an award on the night.
• Branding to appear on regional pages of the RBA
website.
• Preferential rates for advertising in the Spring and
Autumn Issue of “In Your Field’, the magazine of The
Rural Business Group.

or
£4,000 + VAT
Includes a table of 10 at the event.
Options available to pay by instalment from
the sign up date until 1st October 2019.

WHAT WE’D LIKE FROM YOU:
Quite simply we want you to get involved...
• Introductions to rural businesses as entrants in order to grow our Awards Programme
• Attend events with your clients to network with entrants and other partners
• Support the awards with content and comment for PR purposes where required

SPONSOR THE CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AT
A REGION OF YOUR CHOICE: £600 + VAT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dress the Champagne reception area (subject to design approval)
1/2 page advert in the event programme
Introductions facilitated where appropriate
Includes pair of tickets to attend the dinner
Access to images taken at the reception for future use
Opportunity to judge at the regional judging day
Present an award on the night, and be named as such in the programme
Named as sponsor of the Champagne reception in the event programme
Social media mentions where appropriate

TABLE SPONSORSHIP AT A REGION OF YOUR CHOICE

SILVER - £500 + VAT
• 2 x tickets to attend and host a table at your chosen regional event
• Opportunity to select your chosen audience from a list of attendees
(subject to availability) to complete a table of ten
• Present an award on the night and be named as such in the programme
• Includes a 1/2 page advert in the event programme
• Social media mentions where appropriate

A TICKET
TO ATTEND
INCLUDES:
Champagne Reception,
Luxury Three Course Meal,
Half a bottle of wine,
Tea and Coffee

GOLD - £1200 + VAT
• Host a full table of ten at your chosen regional event. Where you can either entertain
your own clients or choose from the list of attendees and allow us to personally
invite them as your guests for the evening
• Option is ideal for those wanting to make an impression!
• Present an award on the night and be named as such in the programme
• Includes a 1/2 page advert in the event programme
• Social media mentions where appropriate

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
EVENT PROGRAMME ADVERTISING

Advertise in the A4 event programme. Choose to advertise in one region of
your choice or the national final.
¼ Page : 105mm(w) x 148mm(h)

£75 + VAT

½ Page : 210mm(w) x 148mm(h)

£150 + VAT

Full Page : 210mm(w) x 297mm(h)

£350 + VAT

Double Full Page

£600 + VAT

Double Full Page plus two tickets to attend relevant event

£700 + VAT

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING

‘In Your Field’ the magazine of The Rural Business Group.
Distribution to 3000+
¼ Page : 105mm(w) x 148mm(h)

£75 + VAT

½ Page : 210mm(w) x 148mm(h)

£150 + VAT

Full Page : 210mm(w) x 297mm(h)

£350 + VAT

½ Page Advert plus 1/2 Page Paid Editorial

£400 + VAT

½ Page Advert plus Full Page Editorial

£600 + VAT

WEBSITE ADVERTS

Rolling banners on the Rural Business Awards Website
with over 35,000 active users since 2015.

£50 + VAT pcm

£150,000+

35,000+

PR-GENERATED
EQUIVALENT
ADVERTISING VALUE

8,000+
SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOWERS

ACTIVE WEB VISITS

GOODY BAG PLACEMENT
•

Placement of your product (subject to approval) in
our goody bags given to all attendees on the night

•

Choose from one of our awards ceremonies, or
provide products for multiple ceremonies

•

Opportunity to provide accompanying leaflet /
information alongside product

•

Includes a 1/2 page advert in the event programme

•

Social media mentions where appropriate

KEY DATES
• Monday 19th November 2018
• Friday 7th June 2019

2019/20 Entries Open
2019/20 Entries Close

• w/c 24th June 2019

Shortlisting Judging All Regions

• w/c 1st July 2019
• w/c 11th July 2019
• w/c 15th July 2019

Announce North & Midlands Shortlist
Announce Wales/NI & South West Shortlist
Announce South East & East Shortlist

• Monday 22nd July 2019
• Wednesday 24th July 2019
• Friday 26th July 2019

Regional Judging Day - North & Mids
Regional Judging Day - Wales & South West
Regional Judging Day - South East and East

•
•
•
•
•
•

Regional Ceremony - North
Regional Ceremony - Midlands
Regional Ceremony - Wales & NI
Regional Ceremony - South West
Regional Ceremony - South East
Regional Ceremony - East

Tuesday 8th October 2019
Thursday 10th October 2019
Tuesday 15th October 2019
Thursday 17th October 2019
Tuesday 22nd October 2019
Thursday 24th October 2019

• Friday 15th November 2019
• Thursday 27th February 2020

Judging for Final (Winners of each Regional)
National Final Awards Ceremony
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BRANDS WE’VE WORKED WITH

WHO’S ENTERED

2000+

ENTRIES HAVE
TREBLED FOR
2018/19

ATTENDEES
TO THE RBAS
SINCE 2015

62%
OF ENTRANTS IN
2017 EMPLOY MORE
THAN 20 PEOPLE

£275M
CONTRIBUTION TO
UK ECONOMY BY
ENTRANTS IN 2018*

WHAT’S EXPECTED THIS YEAR

1,000+

1600+

ATTENDEES
6 REGIONAL
EVENTS

ENTRIES EXPECTED

*Does not include undisclosed financial information

EXPECTED ACROSS
ALL EVENTS

NATIONWIDE
MEDIA COVERAGE

THE MEMBERSHIP
ORGANISATION FOR
RURAL BUSINESS

GET YOUR FIRST SIX MONTHS
MEMBERSHIP FREE
STARTING 28th FEBRUARY 2019

WE ARE A
RURAL BUSINESS
We understand rural
and we understand
business

WE ARE
WELL-CONNECTED.

WE ARE
KNOWLEDGEABLE

We get to know hundreds of rural
businesses every year, and liaise
with big supporting businesses
as well - if we can’t address your
problem, we know someone
who can.

We have specific in-house
expertise in business
strategy, planning,
marketing, management
and operations.

WE ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE
IN BUSINESS & WE ARE RURAL
We will share our combined knowledge with you through:

Our manned member
telephone and email hotlines

Our Social Media
Community Groups

Monthly email
newsletters

Our quarterly magazine
‘In Your Field’

Our members website

Scheduled online webinars

Local and
national events

Our Annual Conference

The Rural Business Awards

0116 3800 576
office@ruralbusinessgroup.co.uk
www.ruralbusinessgroup.co.uk

Unit 2B, Suite 4B | East Bridgford Business Park
Kneeton Road | East Bridgford
Nottinghamshire | NG13 8PJ

GET IN TOUCH WITH THE RBA TEAM
Anna Price - Director and Co-Founder
E: anna@ruralbusinessawards.co.uk
T: 0116 3800 525
M: 07971 250293

Jemma Clifford - Director and Co-Founder
E: jemma@ruralbusinessawards.co.uk
T: 0116 3800 525
M: 07908 722497

Liz Temporal - Events Manager
E: office@ruralbusinessawards.co.uk
T: 0116 380 0525

Clare Bampton - PR
E: clare@ruralbusinessawards.co.uk
T: 01332 865 452
M: 07852 824 295

Please get in touch for more information:

Rural Business Group

office@ruralbusinessawards.co.uk

office@ruralbusinessgroup.co.uk

0116 3800 525

0116 3800 576

Unit 2B, Suite 4B East Bridgford Business Park
Kneeton Road
East Bridgford
Nottinghamshire, NG13 8PJ

Unit 2B, Suite 4B East Bridgford Business Park
Kneeton Road
East Bridgford
Nottinghamshire, NG13 8PJ

Version 2:0118

